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These topics are offered as broad frames for conceiving your final paper. You may select or modify one of the following, or you may conceive your own topic for this assignment. You will need to develop a literary argument – a central thesis - which you support through a close reading of at least two works in different genres using an appropriate theoretical frame.

 

1.      Within the framework of patriarchal violence and overt gender disparity, discuss two or three works in different genres studied this semester. Examine, in each of your chosen texts, the techniques the writers employ in mapping this theme.

 

2.      Write an essay in which you compare the themes of racial and social inequities in two novels and one short story read this semester. Discuss the particular historical, social, and political milieu that provides the context for the works being compared.

 

3.      Select two or three works (in different genres) that present vibrant and evocative imagery, arresting styles, and effective delivery of their central themes. Write a comparative analysis discussing the similarities and differences in these techniques and literary elements, ultimately arguing how, through these elements, the works deemed successful.

 

4.      Select at least two texts studied this semester and write an essay in which you explore how they thematize one of the central issues in Caribbean discourse (history, identity, afro-Caribbean Christianity, race, etc.). 

 

5.      With reference to two or three works in different genres, discuss and evaluate the effectiveness literary strategies that writers use in rendering narratives that thematize race, class, or gender discrimination.

 6.      Nationalist sentiment has been pervasive across Caribbean literary landscape, particularly in the early decades of the pre-and post-independence periods. Examine the ways in which three authors thematize national concerns in their work.